Chapter

Expanding
the Vision

Other Youth-Serving Organizations

Partnering with other youth-serving organizations is a way that
churches can extend their ministry. Four youth agencies that are found
in many Jocal congregations are Camp Fire Boys and Girls, Boy Scouts of
America. Girl Scouts of the USA, and 4-H. Each of these agencies offers a
unique opportunity (o minister to young people. These organizations are
particularly appropriate if you are attempting to develop community-
based outreach ministries for children and youth.

Boy Scouts of America

Target audience: boys, ages 7-20, and girls in Venturing, ages 14-20.

Primary emphasis: development of character, citizenship, and self-
reliance through small-group activity.

Program structure: small-group structure, youth interaction with
adult role models.

Special features: extensive drug prevention and youth protection
programs, high adventure bases.

Girl Scouts of the USA

Target audience: girls ages 5-17 or kindergarten through twelfth
grade.

Primary emphasis: leadership development, service to others, skill
development, and career exploration.

Program structure: smallgroup structure with girl/adult partnership.

Special features: contemporary issues serics, leadership institutes,
math and science partnerships, national and international events.
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Camp Fire Boys and Girls
Target audience: boys and girls from birth through age 21.
Primary emphasis; stresses the development of the whole child
through goal setting and problem solving,
Program structure: small-group Structure; youth interaction with
adult role modcling.
Special features: programs for short-term subjects in addition to
club programs.
4-H
Target audience: boys and girls from kindergarten through twelfth
grade.
Primary emphasis: acquiring knowledge and skills for life; becom-
ing productive in scciety.
Program structure: structure varies depending on type of club,
Special features: variety of programs available, including national
events.

God and Country Program

The God and Country Program is the religious recognition program
designed for use by the Boy Scouts of Americi, Camp Fire Boys and
Gisls. and the Girl Scouts of the USA. However, any youth who is a mem-
ber of a Sunday school class, vacation Bible school, confirmation class,
or other church group is welcome to use the God and Country
Program, whether or not he or she belongs to a civic youth organiza-
tion.To carn this award, youth need to complete the requirements in
the student workbook under the supervision of a counselor (either the
pastor or someone appointed by the pastor).

God and Country Programs are available for the following groups:

God and Me, grades 1-3; God and Family, grades 4-5; God and
Church, grades 6-8; and God and Lifec, grades 9-12.

Youzh Covenant Discipleship Groups

A Youth Covenant Discipleship Group is a group of approximately
eight to ten youth who, together with an adult mentor, develop a
covenant that states the ways in which they would like to be better
disciples. The group meets weekly for about an hour to report to one
another on how well they have kept the covenant during the week.
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Covenant Discipleship Groups are based on the class meetings origi-
nated by John Wesley as a method of accountability and spiritual
growth.

Each group’s covenant has statements in four areas: acts of compas-
sion, acts of justice, acts of worship, and acts of devotion. While each
group develops its own covenant, the following sample covenant is typ-
ical for many groups.

» We will read the Bible daily.

» We will avoid talking about other people.

» We will care for our bodies.

» We will pray each day.

» We will attend worship weekly.

» We will attend our Covenant Discipleship Group weekly.

Chrysalis

Chrysalis is a three-day spiritual retreat modeled after the Walk to
Emmaus. Chrysalis is open to sophomores, juniors, and seniors in high
school. It is a weekend filled with surprises and heightened understand-
ing of God's grace. Teens who attend Chrysalis can find answers to
questions they have about Christian faith, prayer, Bible study, being a
friend, sharing their faith with others, and being a spiritual leader in
their local church. Attendance at a Chrysalis retreat requires finding a
sponsor who has attended an Emmaus or Chrysalis retreat.

DiscipLe Bible Study for Youth

Discrte is a powerful model of Bible study that is focused not only
on facts, but also on learning what the Bible has to say about living the
life of a follower of Christ. DiscipLe uses many different teaching tech-
niques that appeal to the diversity of learning styles among youth and
adults. Discipee lasts nine months. It is not focused on reading every
verse of the Bible, but is instead centered on reading major portions
and understanding broad themes.

The youth edition of DisarLe features a small group (no more than
twelve) and an adult facilitator. The group makes a covenant to read
about an hour per day and to attend weekly sessions that last nincty
minutes to two hours, Each week the participants make notes on their
reading and share insights gained. The group then watches a twenty-
minute video of a biblical scholar who speaks on the theme for the

116



Chaprtez Fourteen: Expanding the Vision

week. The key portion of the weekly session is called “Marks of
Discipleship."The group members discuss how they can apply their
reading and particular disciplines to their faith life. Because of the time
and commitment required, the group grows together spiritually, builds a
trust level, and becomes a supportive community.

Youth Ministry Is Family Ministry

Every family is different. No measuring stick exists by which to judge
families normal or abnormal. Families of youth are found in many differ-
ent configurations. Some of these include:

» Single parents with children.

* Grandparents raising grandchildren.

» Foster families.

» Two parents with children.

* Blended families with children from previous marriages.

* Older siblings raising younger siblings.

The church cannot replace the family unit. However, youth ministry
can strengthen and support families by being “pro family” in mission,
vision, and aim. This includes:

« Communicating constantly and effectively. Communication is
vital. Letting parents know what you're planning is much more
effective and appreciated than depending on youth to relay infor-
mation. Also share with parents/guardians the goals and vision of
the youth ministry. Ask them to offer ideas of how the youth min-
istries can be supportive and helpful to the family.

+ Remaining mindful of the tremendous scheduling pressures of
most families,

» Making it easier for youth to participate in family time by schedul-
ing fewer but higher quality events and activities.

» Providing resources and opportunities for families to be together.

» Building rapport and relationship with parents/guardians.

Being in Ministry Wizh Families
Provide Assistance
Many parents/guardians feel unskilled and unable to do their job

The church can assist them by:
= Offering parenting classes or support groups.
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» Purchasing books for personal and group study.

» Planning parent-youth discussions.

+ Offering workshops on family dynamics, human sexuality, family
spiritual growth, and playing together as a family.

Form Cluster Groups

Create family clusters, groups of families that gather from time to
time to have conversation about what it means to be a family. Try to
include in those clusters at least one family in which a parent is gifted
in relating to youth. This kind of relationship will encourage growth in
individual families and among all the participants.

Provide Spiritual Opportunities

Youth ministry as family ministry is faith-oricnted, focused on the
process of assisting families in their spiritual growth. Encourage families
to worship together, pray together, and think together. Encourage fami-
lies to grow together in their relationship to God. -

Involve Parents in Youth Ministry

Some youth are comfortable with their parents being in a leader-
ship situation with their youth group, while others are far less so. It is
always important to ask a youth how he or she feels before inviting a
parent to come along on a retreat or (o accept a leadership or adviso-
ry role. Involving parents and other family members says that those
people are important and that they are part of the team. Youth min-
istry is a team effort, a family process. Gone ar¢ the days of keeping
parents and family out of youth ministry.
Remain Flexible

Family structures are continually changing. Ministry to families with
teenagers is a process that requires constant listening. Specific family
needs must be discovered and rediscovered through a regular system of
assessment and goal setting. Adopt an attitude of flexibility and willing-
ness to change or to modify programming.

Youth Ministry Is School Ministry

The local school system is another potential partner for ministry.
Work with school administrators and teachers to promote healthy
lifestyles. Attempt to plan events and activities that will complement
rather than compete with school schedules. You could plan a dance or

\‘\
118 J
/



Chapter Fourteen: Expanding the Vision

a party to begin after a game. You could serve a meal before a play or
concert. Try not to plan an important retreat or cvent during playoffs
Or €Xams.

While most schools do not allow adults to roam the halls, there are
ways that volunteer and professional youth workers can be involved at
school, Some schools will allow adults to visit students for lunch. Some
schools use adult volunteers in classrooms. It is imperative that adults
who want to go on school campuses receive permission from the
school administration.

Other ways to support youth include playing games and attending
concerts and plays. Sitting with parents at these events is a great way to
build relationships with them.

Youth Support Groups
Many communities have a variety of support groups available for
youth and others who have specialized needs. Usually these groups
are led by those with training in a particular area, Some congregations
form support groups for particular groups, providing both the facili-
ties and leadership; and some céngregations form partnerships with
other community organizations to provide facilities for support
groups. Putting a youth in contact with an appropriate support group
is often an important ministry. Find out where the agencies are, what
services are offered, what the cost (if any) is, and what the referral
process is. Provide help for youth and their families by making con-
tacts and referrals.
In many communities you will find support groups for the following:

* Survivors of violence, incest, abuse, and trauma.

+ Eating disorders.

» Dealing with grief and loss.

* Youth whose parents are separating, divorcing, and re-marrying,

* Single-parent families and blended families.

* Teenage parents.

* Addicts and alcoholics.

» Teens who cannot communicate with their parents.

» Parents who cannot deal with their children constructively or

positively.
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Twetve Step Groups

In many communitics Twelve Step groups are developing as needs
are identified. These are groups for youth and adults who want to deal
with addictions and behaviors in a spiritually centered environment.
They are based on the Alcoholics Anonymous modei of admitting pow-
erlessness over behaviors and situations; giving them up; trusting God to
help overcome them; and relying on others for insight, leadership, and
encouragement.

The value of these and other groups is that they are designed to
empower persons to deal with their own realities, They provide oppor-
tunities to develop coping skills and to learn life skills for living with,
overcoming, and even removing, attitudes, behavior, and conditions that
inhibit personal growth, Support groups restore self-confidence and self-
esteem. They provide relationships and nurture.

Parachurch Ministries

The word parachurch is based on the Greek prefix para, which
means “alongside of" or "beside” In our context, youth ministries that
have evolved independently from any denominational ties are com-
monly referred to as *parachurch” Ministries such as Fellowship of
Christian Athletes, Youth for Christ, Young Life, Meet at the Pole, and
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship are specific examples of parachurch.
These ministries are not stand-alone ministries or substitutes for con-
gregational youth ministry. If we truly stand beside one another, how
can we magnify cooperation and collaboration?

» Begin by clarifying your vision for ministry. How might para-
church ministries and local church youth ministry move toward a
common vision? A shared vision is an invitation to work together.
If spreading the gospel to youth is a primary goal, the parachurch
group and local church youth ministry teams are colleagues, not
competitors.

» Discern which teens the various groups are trying to reach. Some
groups target any youth not involved with a church. Others try to
reach youth in crisis by visiting jails. Some single out youth who
have common affiliations, such as sports or interests in a specific
kind of Bible study or faith sharing. Churches tend to relate first to
youth of families who are members of the congregation. It will







